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to give the Conservative party the number of seats which it considered to be its due ; and a dividing line had accordingly to be drawn between Liberals whom the leaders thought worthy to sit in the " Victory Parliament " and others wtbm they deemed unworthy. The Prime Minister decided that the test should be the solitary division in which any considerably body of Liberals had voted against the Government — that on Mr. Asquith's motion to substitute a Select Committee of the House of Commons for the two judges proposed by dae Government to inquire into General Maurice's allegations1— and that all who had given this vote should, if possible, be excluded from the next Parliament and their seats given to Conservatives.
This method, an extremely simple one, proved higEy effective. Having drawn up their list of favoured candidates, Mr. Lloyd George and Mr. Bonar Law gave them a certificate of character, popularly known as "the coupon," appealed to their respective parties to join forces in supporting them, and denounced the others as untrustworthy men, men — Mr. Lloyd George said— who had engaged in a conspiracy to overthro^ the Government and injure the national cause at a most critical moment in the war. A great many electors disapproved of this method of electioneering, but, feeling it impossible on the eve of the Peace Conference to do anything which might weaken die hands of the Government, gave their vote? reluctantly for its nominees. In the result the independent Liberal party was all but wiped out — their number after the election being only 33— and in the new House the Government had no fewer than 526 supporters, giving it a working majority ; 6f 4^. The Labour party was a little more fortunate than die came back 63 in number,
. Maurice, until recently Director of Military Opera-writing a letter to the Press (May 6, jnade in the House of Commons by the Prime lonar law about the strength of the British army on the n&an offensive in March 1918,    Mr. Bonar
,,                         s letter "affected the honour of Ministers"
•, Ijbe idowcmnent Woujd iixvlte two judges to inquire into the statements cjpn-tuned in it Mr- Asqmth, who objected to judges being involved in political ;am» proposed that Ae inquiry should be conducted by a Select Committee of the House of Commons. When the question was debated (May 9) the Prime^ Minister withdrew the offer of inquiry, but Asquith persisted in his a motion Cor Select Committee* and it was supported by 106 Liberal members.
